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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER 
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the  

Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America” 

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you.”  (Luke 6:27-28) 

I took a break from shoveling to think about what to do for the newsletter this month.  I must admit that with Lent fast 

approaching, I wanted to do something that would help prepare us for this very important time of reflection, 

preparation and for some, a time of sacrifice.  

As I wondered about it, I remembered the gospel reading from the Sunday we declared a snow day; the entire reading 

was Luke 6:27-38 if you’re curious.  It was one of those difficult types of readings that has the potential to cause a lot 

of discomfort and so I thought—perfect for Lent.  After all, what is Lent if we don’t challenge ourselves; giving up 

cookies or chocolate, or even coffee is difficult enough, but what if we tried something that was not only challenging, 

but also rewarding in ways that might be hard for us to see.   

You ready for the challenge?  Read the two verses at the top of the page again—now go do it.  And yes, I’m serious; 

this is the March newsletter after all, not the one for April where this might make a little more sense if this were an 

April fool type thing, but I did say it would be a challenge. 

I’m also quite aware that if you read, watch or listen to the news for any length of time you might just conclude that 

there is so much tension, outrage and outright animosity these days that you wouldn’t be surprised to see a headline 

announcing that somebody’s head has actually exploded from excess anger.  You may also come to the logical 

conclusion that a challenge like the one I’m proposing is not only impractical, but pretty much impossible. 

Of course, it’s easy to get along with people who are just like you; who think like you do; have the same opinions that 

you do.  But,  as Jesus tells us, anybody can do that.  Being nice to those just like you is no challenge at all; instead 

Jesus calls us to go deeper, to go beyond the easy.  

Now while you’re thinking about all that, let me throw something else at you (no, not a snowball).  What if we take 

those verses from Luke and put them right next to another one that I’m pretty sure you have deeply embedded in your 

mind—John 3:16.  Think about it for a moment, “Love your enemies,” “do good to those who hate you.” Add to this, 

“For God so loved the world.”  Now think about all the times we’ve rebelled against God, whether it was something 

small and petty or something more serious;  yet in spite of our sin making us an “enemy” of God or the times when 

we cursed God because of our circumstances or situations, God not only forgives us, but makes us his beloved 

children. 

It can be awfully tempting to pick something easy to give up for Lent, something you don’t care for much anyway; 

that way you can still claim you gave something up (for me it would be liver and onions).  And it’s just as tempting to 

choose the easy parts of Scripture, like John 3:16 or even another part of that gospel lesson like Luke 6:31 (Do to 

others as you would have them do to you); and if that sounds familiar, you’re right; it’s often called the “Golden 

Rule.”   But as tempting as all that is, we can’t simply choose to live by the easy parts of scripture and ignore the more 

challenging ones.  Scripture can’t be taken apart and used for our own purposes or just to make us feel that we’re 

good Christians if all we do is the easy stuff.  God has given us a gospel message that is both challenging and life 

giving.  It flies in the face of this world’s idea of practicality because it goes deeper than hatred and is stronger than 

revenge; things we see all to often anymore.   

So there is your challenge for Lent.  It’s also a pretty good way to finish up the season of Epiphany with this 

illuminating discovery, this realization, that love like this may not be practical, but it can change the world; and it all 

starts when one person is willing to try.  Will you be that person? 

Let the journey towards Easter begin! 
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Northern Lights Lutheran Parish—January 2019 

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - March 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3     
Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 
 
Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
St. Paul’s 10:30 am 

4 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa Noon-4pm 
 

Bible Study @ Siloa 

House - 11 AM 

5 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 

 
St. Paul’s    
Council        
Meeting  7pm 

6 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

Quilting @ St. 
Paul’s 10 am 
 

Bible Adventures & 
Confirmation  
@ St. Paul’s 4pm 
 
 

PARISH-WIDE  
ASH WEDNESDAY 
WORSHIP  
@ St. Paul’s   7PM 

7 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
 
St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

1 
 
 
 
8 

2 
 
 
 
9 

10     SPRING AHEAD  
            TO DAYLIGHT  
            SAVINGS  TIME 
 

Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 
 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am  

MALARIA NET 
Coffee Fellowship  

11 
Church Office   
Hours 
Siloa Noon-4pm 
 

Bible Study@ Siloa 

House - 11 AM 
 

Siloa Council 
Meeting  4pm 
 

Knit & Crochet @  
St. Paul’s   6-8pm 

12 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
VFW Meeting @ 
St. Paul’s 4pm 

13 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

Quilting 10 am 
Bible Adventures & 
Confirmation 4pm 
@ St. Paul’s 
 

LENTEN SERVICE  

@ St. Paul’s 
SOUP SUPPER—6pm 

WORSHIP—7pm 

14 

Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
North  Country 
Quilters @ Siloa 
9:30 a.m. 
 

St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 

17 
Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 
 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am 

18  
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa Noon-4pm 
 

Bible Study@ Siloa 

House -  11 AM 
 

Siloa Prayer Shawl 

Knitters @ Siloa 

House—1  PM 
 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
@St. Paul’s 3-6pm 

19 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 

20 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

Quilting @ St. 
Paul’s 10 am 
 

Bible Adventures & 
Confirmation  
@ St. Paul’s 4pm 
 

LENTEN SUPPER 
& WORSHIP TBA* 

21 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
 
St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

22 23 

24 
Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 
 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am 

25 
Church Office   
Hours 
Siloa - Noon-4pm 
 

Bible Study@ Siloa 

House - 11 AM 

 
Knit & Crochet @  
St. Paul’s   6-8pm 

26 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

Quilting @ St. 
Paul’s 10 am 
 

Bible Adventures 
& Confirmation  
@ St. Paul’s 4pm 
 

LENTEN SUPPER 
& WORSHIP TBA* 

28 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
 
St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

29 30 

31 
Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay 
Welshonse 
 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am 

  * Check the prior 
Sunday bulletin for  

announcements  
on Lenten supper 
& worship sites (at 

local Methodist 
churches). 

   

 

Northern Lights 
 Lutheran  Parish 

 

Member of the Congregations 
of the Northern Great Lakes 

Synod of the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Synod Web Address: 
www.nglsynod.org 
or ELCA Website: 

www.elca.org 
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Mondays & Tuesdays: 
Church Office Hours:  

12:00 to 4:00 pm 
 

Mondays: 
Bible Study 11:00 am 

 Siloa House  
****************************** 

Prayer Shawl Knitters  
are meeting on Monday, March 18th at 
1:00 p.m. at Siloa House.  As of      
November 2018, we have made 304 
prayer shawls! 
 

Anyone who likes to knit or wants to 
learn how—both women and men—is 
welcome to join us.  Our ministry is 
open to all, beginner or expert.    
 

If you know of someone who is in need 
of comfort from illness, loneliness, 
who is grieving, or of someone who is, 
or will be, celebrating a new life or any 
other wonderful event, please contact:  
 Lori at 884-2513.   You can also sign 
up for a prayer shawl on the register 
found in the rear pew of church; be 

sure to date your request and provide 
the reason/occasion for the shawl. 

****************************** 

The North Country Quilters  
meet every 1st and third Thursday of 
each month in the church basement. 

****************************** 
 

Siloa Lutheran Church Council 
Officers 

President - Bruce Johanson 

Vice President -  Bill Miller  

Secretary - Lori Hartzell 

 
Council Members 

Vikki James 

Gunnard Kyllonen  

Lynn Sorenson  

Frank Wardynski 

 

Treasurer - Karen Flink 

Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford 

 
Parish Representatives 

Radio Broadcast Y101.1 
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

                    Would you like to sponsor a Sunday radio 

                    broadcast? If so, the cost is $30 and you can  

                    mail your check to: 

Siloa Lutheran Church 

218 E. River Street 

Ontonagon, MI  49953 

Please include the date on which you would like to  

sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the following: 

In Memory of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other 

appropriate request.  If you have any questions, please 

call the Siloa office at 906-884-2655. 

Recent sponsors have included: 

1/27 – John & Margaret LaSota in memory of John’s parents 

2/3– Dale & Eileen Koski in recognition of Pastor Jay & Diana 

2/10– Jan Bedford in memory of husband Leo’s birthday 

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

The Women didn’t 

meet in February due 

to inclement weather.  

Our next meeting will 

be Thursday, March 7th. 
******************************************************* 

Coins for Outreach 
Coins being collected through March 
will be directed to  “Blessings in a 
Backpack” for Ontonagon area students.  Please help 
provide healthy snacks to needy students.  See page 10 
for information on the program. 

******************************************************* 

Monday Bible Study  
at 11:00 a.m. at Siloa House 

 

Join us for a lively discussion of books of   the Apocry-
pha—works written during the period between the Tes-

Siloa’s Church Council will meet on 
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Help WOAS - FM 
88.5  

Turn Green  
by donating  

used cartridges  
(Inkjet & Laser jet) for 

RECYCLING 
Items can be dropped 

off at the OASD     
office or the    

Ontonagon Township Library.  
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup  
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at 

ken@oasd.k12.mi.us 

JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY 

Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area 
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound 

Choice in Ontonagon Country. 

We no longer have an outlet to  recycle cell 

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY 

3rd Monday of Each Month—March 18
th
 

Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main   
entrée,  wonderful sides and mouth-watering 
desserts.    We served 174 meals in February! 

Take out is available upon request.  

Helping hands are WELCOME! 
 

Preparations usually require the weekend prior 
to the meal.  We carry in the groceries on the  
Friday before, and on the weekend we do food 
preparation.  The day of the meal we finish up 

food prep, set the tables, serve the food, 
and clean up.     
 

If you are interested in helping—for a 
whole day, or for an hour—please call 
Jim Michie at 883-3612 or stop in the day 
of the meal.  We generally begin working 
at 10:00 a.m.  

Simple Gifts  
Loose coins placed in St. 
Paul’s offering plates are 
set aside to help those in 
our community who may need a little 
extra support to meet their expenses 
of daily living—including food, clothes 
and  utilities.  When donations reach 
$100 a check gets sent to St. Vincent 
DePaul—Ontonagon. Since April 

St. Paul’s & First Announcements 

Quilters at St. Paul’s  

meet each Wednesday at 
10am in the basement.  You 
need not be an expert; we can 
show you how to get started! 

 

We take a break for lunch, so 
you are invited to bring a bag 
lunch or a dish to share. 
 

For information on where some 
of our quilts have been sent 
overseas, see page 7.  We  
also donate them to local   
shelters and nursing homes 
and to people in need of  the 
comfort of a quilt made with 

MALARIA NET 
MINISTRY 

Thank you for your 
generous support 
at our fellowship 
fundraisers. 

In February we raised $168,   
bringing our total since  Fall 
2008 to $23,866 for malaria 
nets and health care in eastern 
and coastal Tanzania!  
This month’s fellowship is on 
Sunday,  March 10th.  

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY AT ST. PAUL’S 

Join us for our weeknight Bible study on  
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. When we wrap  

St. Paul’s Council meets on 

If you cannot get to 
the meal due to  

illness or immobility, 
please call the 

church and we may 
be able to deliver to 

you.  883-3602 

KNITTERS & CROCHETERS 
held their organizational meeting last month, and they 
have decided to meet twice monthly on the second 
and fourth Mondays from 6-8p.m.  All are welcome, 
including those who wish to learn how to knit or      
crochet.  Child care is available.   

For more information please contact Hollie Sadlier at 883-3393.   

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council 

Officers 

Ken Raisanen—President 

Pastor Jay Welshonse—Vice President 

Fern Malila—Secretary 
 

Council Members 

Bill Anttila 

Pat Blair 

Mel Carlson 

Wendy Claus 

Darlene Marczak 

Rick Saari 
 

Treasurer—Janice Lukkari 

Financial Secretary—Sandy Uotila 
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Please Remember  
in Your Prayers: 

 

Walt Lukkarila, Ashley Huotari Yaklyvich, 
John Maloney, Kara Booth & Baby Booth, 

Esther Kieranen, Mary Hokkanen, Marilyn Hokkanen, Rita Saari, 
Laurie Hiltunen, Joyce Winberg, Irving Olson, Michael Olson, Ed 
Hulkonen, Dean Store, Bruce Williams, Vonda Lukkari, Dave 
Guilbault, Dan Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Nicholas Derenzo, Bonnie 
Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Don Olson, 
Sigrid Bonnetti, Margy Byrnes, Jan Behr, Ellen Smith, Rodney Flink, 
Jan Tucker, Sharon Haarala, Steve Moon, and Susan Chastan  
 

Please Remember the Families of: Davis Ahola, Michael Miilu, 
Peggy Tarnowski, June Tredeau, Michael Laurich, Robert Anderson, 
Arthur Neuman, Marie Broemer, David Alapert, Doug Filppula, Ted 
Raisanen, Elvie Mannikko, Einard Mannikko, Gerald Platzke, 
Virginia Taeger, Dave Distel, John Townsend, Donna Kuehn and 
Ralph Manning 
 

Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Victoria Beck, Beatrice 
Miilu, Edna Trasti, Joyce Leppanen & Jerry Hokkanen 
Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin  
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala 
Rolling Meadows - Bruce Crossing:  Shirley Lescelius 
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander 
Westgate Living Community-Ironwood: Marcia Pietila 
Home Bound: Robert Store,  Dale Koski, Bertha Peterson 

 

In the Service: 
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James 
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle 
LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, 
Jared Kemppainen,  Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett 
Hartzell,  J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, Dustin Brand, Anthony 
Miller, Lane Taylor and their families. 
 

The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania. 
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or 
someone  who is, thankfully, doing well  now and may be 

removed, please let Karen or Mary Ellen know.   
Please remember to check the military listings also.   

Thank you. 

          MARCHMARCH  
             Birthdays and  
           Anniversaries* 
 

  1.   Sonja Niemi 
        Alexandra Jaris 
  5.  George Nygard 
  9.   Ryan Kemppainen 
 11.  Jarod Anttila 
 14.  Jeanette Bedford 
 17.  Jack Sipola 
 19.  Patti Witt 
 24.  Mary Kieranen 
        Tina Ekonen 
        Eli Isotalo 
 26.  Betty Roehm 
 27.  Shirley Liscelius 
 29.  Sylvia Peterson 
        Bob Kekke 
 30.  Al & Debera Kaikko* 
         Len Gilley 
 

  

Have a Blessed Day and a 
Happy New Year!! 

Please Let Us Know….if you 
or a loved one is sick, in the   
hospital, homebound, or in   
need of pastoral care;  do not  
assume that someone else has 
already told us.   
 

Call the Siloa or St. Paul church office 
(please leave a message if there is no      
answer), contact a church member or    
Pastor Jay, send an email, or just leave a 
note in the offering plate.   
 

You are all precious children  of God, and 
we do not want anyone to be  missed     
unintentionally. 

 

Contact information and  telephone  numbers  
 are located on the front of this newsletter.  
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A View from the Pew: The Christian Walk  by Mary Ellen  Perkins 

Last month I filled out St. Paul’s 2018 Congregational 
Report to submit to the ELCA, which among several   
other things reports on our membership numbers.  One 
of the most striking—though not surprising—statistics of 
the Report is the number of members we claim and how 
it contrasts with the average weekly church attendance.  
The Report requested numbers on total membership, 
with separate counts for baptized members, confirmed 
members and active (or voting) members. It is a sad 
thing to reflect that our weekly worship attendance is 
less than 25% of our reported members—that three out 
of four do not make it a priority to gather with fellow 
believers to worship their creator, redeemer and        
sustainer.  This sorry statistic is unfortunately shared by 
most churches in the United States.  
 

Our Council confirmed that they have maintained an          
assumption of membership for anyone who was ever        
baptized or confirmed at the church—absent a request 
for transfer—and that voting members are those who 
have   worshiped and made a recorded contribution at 
least once in the current/prior year.  (In addition, we 
have categories for associate members—those who 
maintain an affiliation with another church though they 
participate in congregational life short of voting—and 
seasonal members.) The automatic assumption of       
membership leads me to question our attitudes on 
membership and church attendance, on what it means 
to be a Christian, and what we should be doing to       
encourage nominal members to be more engaged in the 
path of discipleship.  During this season of Lent, I think it 
is useful for each of us to do a self-assessment of our 
Christian walk, so that we can confess and repent where 
we have fallen short and renew our commitment to   
follow Christ’s example by the inspiration and leading of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

We live in a time when our popular culture regards   
spirituality as an individual’s quest to achieve personal 
fulfillment. Traditional faith and worship are disparaged 
as “organized religion.”  Private meditation is more  
highly valued than corporate worship practices and    
rituals.  How many times have we heard, “I don’t have to 
go to church to worship God; I can worship him when- 
ever I’m out in nature.”  Or, “I don’t have to belong to a 
church to be a Christian.”  Or, “We can all worship God 
in our own way; there are many paths that lead to God.”  
These claims are misleading and dangerous. 
 

The first claim concerning meditative worship or private 
devotions and prayer—whether in nature or in one’s 
 
 

home--is absolutely a valid way to worship God and is 
even a necessary practice for the healthy Christian.  
Jesus often went away from his disciples for private 
devotional time.  But it is not appropriate if it is one’s 
only worship, in exclusion of corporate worship with a 
body of believers. God never intended his children to 
live their spiritual lives solely in private communion 
with Him, like spiritual lone rangers or hermits.  
(I’m not talking here about people who are physically     
unable to attend worship; the church is responsible 
for maintaining a relationship with them, and Siloa’s    
radio broadcasts are a wonderful tool for helping 
them feel a part of a Christian community.)  God     
created and called a nation to be his people, to be a 
blessing to the world.  Out of that nation came Jesus 
Christ, who died for our sins, and calls us into fellow-
ship with God in His holy kingdom, in His family, in his 
Church.  He gathered individuals into a group of      
disciples. He taught crowds of people about the    
kingdom of God. He tells them parables of seeking the 
lost sheep to restore it to the flock, of hiring workers 
in a vineyard, of inviting guests to a wedding feast.   
There are no one-man kingdoms, flocks, workplaces, 
or feasts. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray, it 
was a corporate prayer that assumed a relationship 
not only with God, but with other people: Our Father; 
give us this day our daily bread; forgive us our        
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
against us. 
 

St. Paul teaches us that Christians are members of the 
Church—which is Christ’s body and He is its head.  We 
are each living stones being built together into a holy      
temple, and He is its cornerstone.  The gifts of the   
Holy Spirit are given to individuals, but no one person 
has all necessary gifts.  Each individual member is part 
of the body and contributes his gift(s) for the good of 
all, and for the work of the Church.  In Acts 2, we see 
that the believers “devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers.”  We are admonished in  
Hebrews 10 to “consider how we may spur one       
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as is the habit of some, but          
encouraging one another.” Christians intentionally 
place themselves among other   believers for account-
ability, friendship and love, mutual encouragement, 
mutual instruction, and as a means to serve one      
another, our local community and the world. 

(cont. on p. 7)                 
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A CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

Last month St. Paul’s and Siloa installed new council members following the elections at their  

recent annual meetings. 
 

On behalf of members at St. Paul's, sincere thanks go out to Debera Kaikko, Gerry Niemi, 

and Cheryl Coffey for completing their terms on the St. Paul's Church Council (and to Debera 

for serving as secretary). New members elected at the 2019 annual meeting were Al Kaikko, 

Pat Blair, and Ken Raisanen. 
 

At the first meeting of the new Council, officers were elected/appointed as follows:  

Ken Raisanen-President, Pastor Jay-Vice President, Fern Malila-Secretary, Janice Lukkari-

Treasurer, Wendy Claus and Pat Blair-Parish Board Representatives. 
 

Siloa expresses its gratitude to Kathy Pattison who completed her term on Siloa’s Church 

Council, and welcomes Vikki James who was elected to fill the open position.  We also thank 

Bruce Johanson who completed his term, and graciously agreed to serve another term. 
 

At the first meeting of Siloa’s new council, officers were elected/appointed as follows: 

(cont. from p. 6) 

The second claim is therefore false; a Christian—a     
follower of Christ--is automatically a member of the 
Church.  But beyond being a member of this universal 
Church, in baptismal vows affirmed at his confirmation 
each believer promises to “live among God’s faithful 
people; hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
Supper; proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed; serve all people following the 
example of Jesus; and strive for justice and peace in all 
the earth.”  I don’t see how a person can keep that 
promise without worshiping with a local congregation, 
where one regularly hears the Word read and 
preached, and regularly receives the Lord’s Supper.  
And the most effective way to serve the needs of our 
community and the world is in an organized effort that 
a community of believers can provide.  No individual 
can accomplish much on his own.  Now, a person can 
donate money or be a volunteer in a charitable group—
even in church projects—without attending Christian 
worship services.  But I contend that offering this aid 
absent a healthy worship life simply makes someone a 
fine humanitarian or community supporter—not a 
Christian. There are many such benefactors who are 
atheists, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists—whatever! 
Providing charitable support might make someone feel 
good about himself, or earn admiration and adulation 
from neighbors, but such works don’t in and of them-
selves put a person in a right relationship with God.  
 

Finally, I hope we can all agree that the last claim is a         

damnable lie. If you are a Christian—Jesus’ disciple—
then you believe His assertion, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  Not all ways lead to God!  In fact,       
Christianity is unique in its teaching that God loved us 
when we were still sinners, and does not require that   
we perform good works in order to be saved. A       
Christian acknowledges that he is an abject sinner who 
is not worthy to stand before the Father, and not able 
to do any amount of good works to make himself     
worthy.  We are saved because we believe that God the 
Father loved us so much that He sent Jesus Christ, His 
Son, to die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin, 
and that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead provides the 
assurance that we too will enjoy eternal life with God.   
 

But that salvation, our justification before God, is just 
the first step in the path of sanctification—of learning 
Jesus’ teachings and putting them into practice. For 
while we are not saved by good works, we are created 
and saved for good works! Jesus tells us to consider the 
cost of discipleship warning ,“Whoever does not carry 
the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple”—but 
thankfully also promises, “my yoke is easy, and my    
burden is light.”  Part of the reason that is so is because 
as Christians we’re all in this together, helping to bear 
one another’s burdens.  And worshiping and working 
together in a community of faith does not feel like a 
burden to a believer.  As Pastor Jay says, it’s not     
something we have to do, it’s something we get to do! 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Live
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Hear
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Proclaim
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Serve
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Strive


10 

A Bit of Siloa History 
   Compiled by Bruce Johanson 

While perusing the 1952 Ontonagon Herald bound volumes at 

the museum we came upon some interesting information 

about the building of the present Church building. 

In the November 8th edition of the Herald it was announced 

that the dedication of the new Church home would take place 

on November 16th, 1952.   It  was announced on the front page 

of the local paper that the dedication…“will be a festive     

occasion for the 60 members of the a Lutheran Church, when 

their new house of worship located at E. River and Third 

Streets, Ontonagon, will be dedicated in impressive            

ceremonies at 4:00 pm. The Rev. G.A. Herbert of Manistique, 

Mich. President of the Superior Conference of the Augustana 

Lutheran Church, will conduct the dedication rites, assisted by 

the Rev. A.F. Salomonson, Pastor of the church and other   

visiting pastors. 

A fellowship service will be held at 7:30 in the evening, with 

Rev. Robert E. Byquist  of Hammond, Indiana, a former     

pastor, as guest speaker. Greetings will be given from other 

churches of the district and from friends of the congregation. 

A buffet supper will be serve in the church parlors  to all out 

of town guests and visiting pastors after the afternoon service. 

After the evening service, open house will be held and coffee 

will be served to all attending. 

The lot for the church building was given to 

the church by the Siloa Society. Construction 

began the summer of 1949, the basement being 

completed that year. The following year the 

walls and roof were added. Work continued through 1951 and 

was completed this year. 

The church is of brikcrete construction, 32x60 feet. The walls 

of the chancel and nave are plastered, and the basement walls 

painted. The congregation is proud of the fact that everything 

in the building, from the first basic plan of the last detail has 

been planned 

and executed 

by members 

and 

close friends 

of the 

church.  They 

are thankful 

The church is simple in design, but beautiful. The        

cathedral glass windows, in shades of cream to deep   

violet, were designed and made by church members. 

They are paneled in the shape of a cross, the top panel 

opening for ventilation. 

The pulpit was designed and made by members of the 

church. The Timken oil furnace installation, wiring, 

plumbing work and painting were all volunteer labor. So 

many contributed their time and labor it would be        

difficult to mention them all.  

Many memorial gifts have been given, as well as     

equipment and ash donations. The congregation is very 

grateful to all who have contributed money, time, labor 

equipment, and other gifts. Less than $200 has been spent 

for labor.” 

The Herald of November 29th, 1952 reported that the first 

wedding in the new church took place on November 22 

when Mary Elaine Rexses of Ontonagon was united in 

marriage to James H. Bennett of Fond Du Lac,           

Wisconsin.  Rev. Salomonson soleminized the double 

ring ceremony. The bride was the  daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Wm. Rexses of 315 Minnesota Avenue, in            

Ontonagon. 

The original building has seen two major additions: a rear 

entry hall in 1977 and in 1985 a barrier free entry was 

added to the front of the church building with a  handicap 

accessible ramp. In 2018 a new Bruno stair lift was     

installed to make the building fully handicap                

accessible.  The original front doors were replaced with 

doors that are more weather tight in the earl 1990’s and 

the original cruciform windows were replaced with 

weather-tight window units with low ‘e’ glass. The   

building is now heated by two natural gas hot air         

furnaces, zoned to each level. The interior has received 

regular upgrades through the years.   More recently, the 

kitchen has been rearranged with new cabinets added. 

Across the street, the former parsonage, built in 1956, 

houses the church offices, emergency lodging rooms, and 



11 

Souper Neighborhood Kitchen (aka Community Meal) 

St. Paul’s Community 

Meal has grown  into a far

-reaching ministry. When 

Jim Michie is asked how 

the work is sustained, he 

responds, “We run on 

blessings!”  And indeed, 

God has blessed this  

ministry.   

The focus of the program 

mirrors the parish mission 

“to serve our neighbors 

near and far.”  To help 

identify where our guests  

are coming from, we     

recently instituted a sign-in 

sheet asking each        

person’s location.  We’ve   

discovered that we have 

visitors from as far away as Trout Creek, White Pine, 

Simar, Alston, Nisula and Houghton—and with sea-

sonal visitors, we’ve even served folks from Chicago! 

The meals served at the 

twelve Community Meals 

in 2018 consistently    

exceeded100—ranging 

from 108 to 175.  And 

thus far, 2019 looks to 

match that record, with 

the service of 150 meals 

in January and 174 in 

February!  We count 

“meals served” instead of 

the on-site attendance, 

because in addition to 

people who eat in, we 

make home deliveries to the 8-10 households 

with shut-ins, and we also offer carry-outs for 

those who prefer to enjoy the meals in their own 

homes. 

 

Led by our chief meal 

planner and cook, Penny 

Maki, a dedicated group of 

volunteers from the 

church and the community 

gather for several days 

each month to shop, stock 

the pantry, prepare, serve 

and clean up.  Many of 

these  volunteers  assist 

with the home deliveries, 

and some go so far as to 

adjust their work schedules or shift vacations to 

accommodate their  commitment to this ministry. 

In addition to our hands-on partners, we have 

been blessed by generous monetary gifts from  

individuals and groups, including the Portage 

Health Foundation, and most 

recently, a Thrivent Action 

Grant.  Individuals have also 

donated fruits,     vegetables 

and dozens of cookies.  We 

have received helpful dona-

tions of kitchen supplies, a 

Nesco, and a    freezer, as 

well as repairs of several 

older items.  The  Upper 

Peninsula Food Bank contin-

ues to be the source of much 

of our food, both for the meals and for the “back 

table” pantry of free 

food available to 

anyone who may 

need or want it. 

 Penny Maki just can’t stand still! 

Fern Malila offers a master class on  
folding carry-out bags! 

Our crack KP team! 

Check out the array of desserts & cookies! 
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      Blessings in a BackpackBlessings in a BackpackBlessings in a Backpack   
Siloa and St. Paul’s support the Backpack Food  Program, donating money 
and food to needy students in the Ontonagon Area School District.   

As of January 14, 2019, St. Paul’s has collected 385 items.  
To assist, please donate non-perishable food items, or cash donations to 
purchase them.                

 Suggested Items 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mission Quilts on the 

Move    
The St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Quilters have received an update from  
Lutheran World Relief: 

Greetings from Lutheran World Relief!  We’re so thankful for your      
partnership, and for your energy and enthusiasm for this ministry. 

I’m excited to be able to share some details about where some of your 
items traveled in the last year. You may already have spotted in your 
online Tracker record that your Mission Quilts have gone to Mauritania.  
Your donations departed our warehouse on November 23, 2018. 

LWR’s partner, Lutheran World Federation/World Service, has been working 
with 6 national NGOs through enhancing their institutional, managerial and 
technical capacities to ensure sustainable development and advocacy in    
Mauritania. The shipment of Quilts & Kits is estimated to reach 60,000           
individuals in various places, especially the Mbera Malian Refugee Camp    
on the periphery of Nouakchott. 

To learn more about this shipment, visit quiltmap.lwr.org and click on  the 
country to view a report. We will provide updates as we receive information 
from our partner.  Thank you so much for your partnership  in bringing hope 
to our neighbors around the world.  We thank God for you! 

Continued blessings on your ministry! 

Mac & Cheese Cups (Not Boxes)     Granola Bars 
Chef Boyardee Products          Popcorn 
Apple Sauce or Fruit Cups         Ramen Noodles 
Peanut Butter 

Individual Cereal Portions 
(Oatmeal Packets or Cold Cereal Cups) 

 

Snack Sandwich Crackers 
(Cheese or Peanut Butter) 
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The afghan squares project is an ongoing one at St. Paul’s.  

If you would like to help out, squares can be dropped off at  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Mass City, or contact Janis Burgess.  

Since inception, St. Paul’s has donated 1,207 squares.   
 

Please use the following square instructions, or you may find  others on the web.  They can be any 

color as they are sorted by colors and then arranged into designs of 8 squares by 12 squares.  

Please use the following square instructions, or you may find others on the web. Just remember, 

that each square needs to be a 6 inch square.  

 

It is not necessary to include tails of yarn with each of the squares. 

Project Amigo supports students from Colima, Mexico through scholarships that include 

school fees,  transportation, uniforms and school supplies, and a hot lunch.  
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Ring around the rosy, 
a pocket full of posies— 
Ashes, ashes, 
we all fall down. 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This familiar nursery rhyme actually came out of the 

time of the Black Plague, when people were dying by 

the cartload every day.  Trivia buffs know that back 

then people walked around with a flower, or a posy, in 

their lapel to help ward off the stench of the dead and 

dying.  Bodies and the belongings of the dead were 

burned to ashes and buried to try and stem the spread of 

the disease.  But still, people collapsed with illness,  

falling down in the midst of their daily labors.  During 

that time of overwhelming death, children sang and 

made up games, trying to make light of the death around 

them and the uncomfortable truth, that we will all one 

day fall down in death. 

On Ash Wednesday, we do not try to make light of 

death.  Rather, we look death full in the face.  We      

remember that we are only dust, and when life leaves 

us, our bodies will decompose and become once again 

the dusty soil from which we were made.  Also, with the 

sign of the cross in ashes on our foreheads, we are     

reminded that we are not clean or pure.  Rather, sin   

discolors our souls just as the ashen cross discolors our 

foreheads.  It is an awful truth, one that if given the 

choice, we’d really rather not see.  But on Ash   

Wednesday, we spend more time in silence and        

confession, we take time to peel pack the layers of    

denial to see our true selves clearly—to see our dusty 

souls and our own mortali-

ty reflected in the ashen 

faces of our brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  

Ashes, made in the sign of 

the cross on our foreheads 

 

reason that Jesus walked through the dust of this earth.  

We are the reason that Jesus suffered the agony of 

death as his blood and sweat mingled with the soil    

beneath the cross.  We are the reason that Jesus was 

buried, just as we all will be buried, someday.  This 

dark cross that we bear reminds us that Jesus bore the 

cross for us, and that Jesus bore the darkness of all our 

sins and these sins, our sins, were buried with Jesus in 

that dark and dusty tomb. 

The use of ashes is appropriate, but not only because of 

the very awful truth they confront us with, but because 

throughout history, ashes have also been used as a 

cleansing agent.  People used to make a kind of soap 

using lye, ashes and lard so ashes are also associated 

with being made clean.  Ashes are also the byproduct of 

fire.  Ashes are what’s left after fire has cleared away 

the underbrush clutter.  Ashes are what is used to clean 

and make new.  At the beginning of this Lenten season, 

we enter a time of repentance for our sins, of            

remembering the suffering and death of Jesus.  We   

enter a time of renewal and cleansing, of clearing away 

the clutter to make way for new growth. 

On Ash Wednesday, as we bear the dusty cross of ashes 

on our foreheads, we participate in an ancient ritual and 

practice of our faith that is deep with meaning.  As a 

community of faith, we begin our Lenten journey     

together.  We sing together the hymns that tell the story 

of this season.  We lift up our prayers together in one 

voice, the voice of the body of Christ.  Together, we 

ask for God’s mercy and seek God’s presence.       

Practicing our faith together, w rehearse that which is at 

the core of who we are as believers in Christ.  Such 

practice creates familiar patterns that are observed in 

life outside the gathered community and in the world.  

We rehearse what we seek to do well for each other    

in the congregation so that we may do it well and for 

others outside the congregation. 

Your congregation has scheduled its 

Ash Wednesday rehearsal of our 

faith. 

 

See you at practice. 

~From the Bishop 
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Kid’s Activity 

Paths of Righteousness Maze 


